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KIMBERLEY ULTRAMARATHON — EL QUESTRO WILDERNESS PARK FIRE 

762. Hon ED DERMER to the minister representing the Minister for Tourism: 

I ask this question on behalf of Hon Matt Benson-Lidholm, who has been called away on urgent parliamentary 
business. I refer to the Kimberley Ultramarathon.  

(1) Given the terrain in the Kimberley and the nature of the race, which measures to address likely safety 
issues for competitors were in place? 

(2) Did the Department of Sport and Recreation approve the route used for the race; and, if not, which 
agency approved the route? 

(3) Has the minister been advised of the cause of the fire; and, if yes, what was the cause?  

(4) Given that the government has committed to fund the event for three years, what action will the 
minister take to ensure the safety of participants in future races?  

Hon ROBYN McSWEENEY replied: 

I thank the member for some notice of this question. The following information has been provided by the 
Minister for Tourism.  

(1) The event organisers, RacingThePlanet, did have a comprehensive event and risk management plan. 
Competitors were required to abide by strict safety requirements when entering the event. A safety 
briefing was provided for all competitors prior to the event commencing. The organisers provided an 
experienced international medical team for the event. Each competitor was required to carry a basic 
medical kit during the event.  

(2) The Department of Sport and Recreation did not have any involvement in the race and the Minister for 
Tourism is not aware of any other agency that approved the route. Tourism Western Australia is 
awaiting confirmation from the event organisers but it understands that they had been liaising with the 
local government, landowners and leaseholders. 

(3) Preliminary advice provided was that a wildfire occurred during the event. However, FESA and the WA 
Police are currently conducting a joint investigation, including into the source of the fire.  

(4) Tourism WA has a one-year sponsorship agreement with an option for a further two years. It is 
important that Tourism WA awaits the results from the FESA–WA Police investigation prior to 
reviewing its future involvement and any conditions that may be attached to that.  

 


